


























Year 4: Local 
History - Silk

Key Vocabulary
Industry - An industry is a group of 

manufacturers or businesses that produce a 
particular kind of goods or services.

Industrial revolution - The Industrial Revolution 
was a period of major changes in the way products 

are made.

Mill Worker -A mill worker is responsible for 
operating and maintaining machines in a milling 

environment.

Production - Production is the process of making 
or manufacturing goods and products from raw 

materials or components

Weaving - Weaving is the craft of lacing fibres 
together to make fabric or cloth.

Dyeing - Dyeing is the application of dyes or 
pigments on textile materials such as fibres, yarns, 

and fabrics with the goal of achieving colour

What was the Silk industry?
the industry that is involved with the breeding of silkworms and 
the manufacture of the silk they produce into thread and fabric. 
The silk industry suffered as synthetics like nylon became more 

popular.

Silk Mills in Leek
Leek has a variety of surviving silk mills (several of which have been 

converted to other uses including residential), the earliest of which appears 
to be the Grade II listed Albion Mill (circa 1820s). However, for much of the 
19th century silk weaving was concentrated in the homes of the weavers 

themselves. These properties are identifiable within the townscape for being 
three storeyed (usually terraces) with elongated windows to the top storeys. 

Effect on families
From census data, it would seem that many families worked together in the 
mills and many families living close by, this would of been a very popular 
place to work. By the 1990s, service industries such as finance had taken 

over textiles as being the biggest employer of people in Leek.l
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